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1. Assignments / Requirements for completion

According to University regulations, students must attend at least 80% of the sessions to 
graduate from the course.
Participation in class 25% 
1 class presentation 25% 
Take-home exam or alternative seminar paper 50%
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3. Short Description and learning outcome

This course will give an overview of Austria’s foreign policy since 1945. It will provide insights and 
discuss aims and features of the foreign policy of Austria. While discussing general principles and 
guidelines, the course will focus on the following main areas:

Austria’s place in Europe (European Union and regional cooperation/partnerships)
Austria and the United Nations (focus on human rights)
Compensation and Restitution policies after WWII
Cultural diplomacy of Austria

The first session will provide a general introduction to diplomacy and its key features and will then 
focus on Austria’s foreign policy beginning with the situation right after WW II. This introductory 
session will be followed by a substantive discussion on Austria’s situation during the cold war and its 
accession to the European Union. In a subsequent session, Austria’s compensation and restitution 
policies will be at the center of discussion. The last sessions will focus on Austria and the United 
Nations, in particular human rights, and the cultural diplomacy activities of Austria abroad. At the end, 
enough time will be dedicated to discuss and prepare for the take-home exam. 

The course will be interactive with enough time provided for discussion on priority topics of students. 
Guest speakers will give students interesting insights and the possibility to deepen their knowledge. 
The course will be held in English and is open to all MA students at the University of Haifa. It is 
especially relevant for the MA students of “Modern German and European Studies”, “Diplomacy 
Studies”, “Peace and Conflict Studies” and to all MA students of Political Science. The course aims to 
provide students with a more in-depth knowledge of Austria’s foreign policy. This will equip students 
with a better understanding of Austria’s place in Europe and in a globalized world.    

4. Grading

Participation in class 25% 
1 class presentation 25% 
Take-home exam or alternative seminar paper 50% 

5. Course plan (subject to changes)



1. Monday, 29 June 2026, 17:00-19:00 (online ZOOM)

General introduction, preliminary remarks on Austria’s foreign policy. 

Situation right after WW II. 

2. Wednesday, 1 July 2026, 17:00-19:00 (online ZOOM)

General introduction, preliminary remarks on Austria’s foreign policy. 

Situation right after WW II. 

3. Monday, 6 July 2026, 17:00-19:00 (online ZOOM)

     Austria’s place in Europe (European Union, regional Organizations).

4. Tuesday, 7 July 2026, 17:00-19:00 (online ZOOM)

     Austria’s place in Europe (European Union, regional Organizations).

5. Monday, 13 July 2026, 17:00-19:00 (online ZOOM) 

     Austria’s place in Europe (European Union, regional Organizations).

     Compensation and Restitution policies

6. Sunday, 19 July 2026, 10:00-14:00 (Haifa University campus)

     Compensation and Restitution policies

7. Monday, 20 July 2026, 10:00-14:00 (Haifa University campus)

     Austria and the United Nations.

8. Tuesday, 21 July 2026, 10:00-14:00 (Haifa University campus)

     Austrian cultural diplomacy.

9. Thursday, 23 July 2026, 10:00-14:00 (Haifa University campus)

      Austrian cultural diplomacy.

10. Tuesday, 28 July 2026, 17:00-19:00 (online ZOOM)

       Wrap-up. Discussion on take-home exam or alternative seminar paper.  


